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Background 
 
The Honourable the Attorney General, Minister for Local Government and Special Minister of 
State has asked me to consider realignment of the common boundaries of the Fraser Coast 
Regional Council and Gympie Regional Council. 
 
This matter encompasses proposed changes to the common boundary between the local 
governments in two locations— 
 

 Lot 1 on Survey Plan 186935, County of March, Parish of Gutchy situated at Kanyan 
and Larners Road, Theebine currently held by Stuart John Vollmerhausen and Lynda 
Lee Vollmerhausen; and 

 
 Lot 1 on Survey Plan 233609, County of Lennox, Parishes of Glenbar and Miva situated 

at Blowers Road, Muna Creek currently held by Graeme Blowers and Kathryn Ellen 
Blowers. 

 
It is proposed that— 
 

 Lot 1 on Survey Plan 186935, County of March, Parish of Gutchy be included within 
Gympie Regional Council; and 

 
 Lot 1 on Survey Plan 233609, County of Lennox, Parishes of Glenbar and Miva be 

included within Fraser Coast Regional Council. 
 
The Change Commission in this case is comprised of the Electoral Commissioner in 
accordance with section 22 of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act). The Change 
Commission is responsible for assessing whether a proposed local government change is in 
the public interest. In doing so, the Change Commission must consider— 
 

 whether the proposed local government change is consistent with the Act; and 
 

 the views of the Minister about the proposed local government change; and 
 

 any other matters prescribed under a regulation. 
 
Section 19(3) of the Act provides that the Change Commission may conduct its assessment in 
any way that it considers appropriate including, for example— 
 

 ask for submissions from any local government that would be affected by the proposed 
local government change; and 

 
 hold a public hearing to ask the public for its views about the proposed local 

government change. 
 
The Change Commission has determined that the holding of a public hearing is, on this 
occasion, unnecessary. 

Submissions 
The Minister received submissions from both councils, in each case reporting the landholders’ 
agreements to the common boundary change under consideration. Both councils support the 
proposed change. Copies of the councils’ submissions are included in Appendix A.  The 
Minister referred these matters without expressing a view for or against either proposal. 
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Findings 
After a thorough assessment of the material submitted and having taken account of all 
considerations specified in the Act,  it is recommended that— 
 

 Lot 1 on Survey Plan 186935, County of March, Parish of Gutchy be included within 
Gympie Regional Council; and 

 
 Lot 1 on Survey Plan 233609, County of Lennox, Parishes of Glenbar and Miva be 

included within Fraser Coast Regional Council. 
 
The Commission notes that councils’ submissions identify no financial or resource implications 
relating to either proposal. 

Reasons for Findings 
The Department of Environment and Resource Management identified incongruities relating to 
the common boundary of Fraser Coast with Gympie.  Such anomalies affect locality boundaries 
the correct identification of which are considered essential for the delivery of emergency and 
business services. 
 
Although the greater part of Lot 1 on Survey Plan 186935, County of March, Parish of Gutchy is 
located within the Fraser Coast Regional Council, it is part of a larger farm primarily located 
within Gympie Regional Council.  The principal residence of the farming enterprise is located 
within Gympie.  The landholder’s request that the whole of the farming enterprise be located 
within Gympie Regional Council is a reasonable one. 
 
Prior to the Local Government Reform Process in 2007, the landholder purchased the parcel of 
land Lot 1 on Survey Plan 233609, County of Lennox, Parishes of Glenbar and Miva and began 
the process of amending their boundary before an amalgamation between the former Tiaro and 
Cooloola Shire Councils.  Access is unavailable to the subject land within Gympie Regional 
Council.  All services to the landholder’s property are provided by Fraser Coast Regional 
Council. 
 
Both proposed boundary changes are assessed as being consistent with the Local 
Government Act 2009. 

Implementation 
The Governor in Council may implement the Change Commission’s recommendation under a 
regulation. 
 
The regulation may provide for anything that is necessary or convenient to facilitate the 
implementation of the local government change. 
 
 
 
 
David Kerslake 
Electoral Commissioner 
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