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Introduction

On 21 March 2001 The Honourable the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
issued a Writ for a by-election for the Surfers Paradise electoral district to fill the vacancy in
Parliament following the resignation of Mr R E Borbidge.

This is the first by-election during the term of the 50™ Parliament and the 373" for the
Queensland Parliament since 1860.

Mr A (Lex) Bell won on the tenth and final preference count.
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By-Election Timetable

Issue of Writ Wednesday — 21 March 2001
Close of Rolls 5.00 pm Tuesday — 27 March 2001
Close of Nominations for Candidates 12.00 Noon Friday — 30 March 2001

Pre-Poll Voting:

Declaration (In Person) Start: Tuesday — 3 April 2001

End: 6.00 pm — Friday 4 May 2001

Declaration (Postal) Applications Close: 6.00 pm
Thursday — 3 May 2001

Start: 31 March 2001
End: 6.00 pm Saturday — 5 May 2001

Cut-Off for Return of Ballot Papers: 6.00 pm
Tuesday — 15 May 2001

Electoral Visitor Start: Tuesday — 31 March 2001

Applications Close: 6.00 pm
Thursday — 3 May 2001

End: 6.00 pm Saturday — 5 May 2001

Declared Institution Start: Tuesday — 24 April 2001

End: 6.00 pm Saturday — 5 May 2001

Polling Day 8.00 am — 6.00 pm Saturday — 5 May 2001

Deadline for Return of Writ Monday — 4 June 2001
(Writ actually returned 14 May 2001)

Deadline for Challenge Within 7 days after day of ACTUAL return of Writ
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Fastfacts
1. Administration
Returning Officer (RO): Cec McPaul Assisting the RO: John Pope
Office Address: 59 — 63 Upton Street BUNDALL 4217
(Locked Bag No. 8 GOLD COAST MAIL CENTRE 9726)
Telephone No: (07) 5504-5175
Fax No: (07) 5504-5872
Polling Booths: 10
Pre-Poll Centres: 2 (RO’s Office & ECQ)

Declared Institutions: 10
No. of Polling Officials: 58

Rate of Public Funding for Parties and Candidates: $1.17267 per eligible vote

2. Table (1) Demographic Profile (Based on 1996 Census data)

Demographic Difference from Comparative
. Surfers Paradise State Mean Ranking
Attributes State Mean .
(of 89 Districts)
Percentage of 83.95% 73.90% +10.06% 4
Population 18+ Ioe IR R e
Proportion of
Australian 83.09% 73.02% +10.07% 4
Citizens 18+
Ef/’;"f(g‘:grizz 39.66% 44.63% -4.97% 70
Overseas Born 20.90% 11.67% +9.23% 4
fhaa”nggi%ﬁsather 13.61% 6.89% +6.72% 10
gg‘fé‘;r{rende:g’ 8.58% 19.09% -10.51% 88
3. Electors as at Close of Rolls: 27 March 2001
Total Enrolment: 29,101 Female: 15,125 (51.97%) Male: 13,976 (48.03%)
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Fastfacts

4. Surfers Paradise Close of Nominations: 30 March 2001

Number of Candidates: 12 Female: 3 (25.00%) Male: 9 (75.00%)
Participating Registered Parties: 5 (41.67%)

Independents: 7 (58.33%)

Non-Participating Registered Parties: 4

5. Candidates Names in Ballot Paper Order

»  FRASER Fred

»  CROSS Perry

»  COGHLAN Arthur

»  HORKINGS Tony

»  McGILL Linda

»  ALCORN Richard (Australian Labor Party)

»  LANGBROEK John-Paul (Liberal Party)

»  BELL Lex

»  DOUGLAS Susie (Queensland Nationals)

»  MILLAR Lesley (Pauline Hanson’s One Nation)

»  McJANNETT Rob

» HEPBURN Dean (The Greens)

6. Results
Total Formal Votes 22,183 (98.11% of the Total Votes)
Total Informal Votes 428 ( 1.89% of the Total Votes)
Votes Total 22,611
Female 12,115 (53.58%) Male 10,496 (46.42%)
District Turnout Total 77.70%
Female 80.10% Male 75.10%

Election Result Seat won on tenth preference count by Lex Bell (Independent)
Seat Status 1992 (Safe NPA)

(
1995 (Safe NPA)
1998 (Safe NPA)
2001 Election (Marginal NPA)
2001 By-Election (Fairly Safe IND)
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Figure (1) District Boundaries, Electoral Office and Polling Booths Map

No. Polling Booth Name

1 *Ashmore

2 *Ashmore West

3 Benowa

4 *Brisbane

5 *Broadbeach
6 Chevron Island
7 *Evandale

8 *Isle of Capri

9 Main Beach

10  *Surfers Paradise

Harper St t
7 4
Bellara St—P, Ashmore
est Ashmore

MUDGEERABA

Gold Coast Seaway

BROADWATER

The Broadwater—),

SOUTHPORT

Eastern Seashore
Southport Nerang Rd

Wardoo St Winchester

PARADISE

Evandale

e

Nerang River

Benowa

Office of the Returning
Officer for Surfers Paradise:
59-63 Upton Street,
Bundall Qld 4217
Tallebudgera
Creek

0 1 2 ROBINA

kilometres Queensland Ave
@ Broadbeach

Address
State School — Currumburra Road ASHMORE

Trinity Primary School Library — Cnr Cotlew Street and
Southport-Nerang Road ASHMORE

State School — Benowa Road BENOWA

Electoral Commission of Queensland
Level 6 — 160 Mary Street BRISBANE

State School — Alexandra Avenue BROADBEACH
Somerset House — 57 Thomas Drive CHEVRON ISLAND
Gold Coast Administration Centre — Bundall Road BUNDALL

Surfers Paradise State School — St Andrews Avenue
ISLE OF CAPRI

Nippers’ S.L.S. Clubhouse — The Esplanade MAIN BEACH

Bus Station — Beach Road SURFERS PARADISE

Please Note: *These Polling Booths are considered best wheelchair access.
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Declared Institutions

Declared Institution Name
Alexandra Lodge

Amity Gardens

Ashmore Lodge

Caremont

Hill View House

Lady Small Haven Retirement Village
Paradise Palms

Pindara Private Hospital

The Domain

The Domain Annexe

Address
Nursing Home - 100A Wardoo Street ASHMORE
5 Lochinvar Crescent ASHMORE
Allunga Avenue ASHMORE
208 Cotlew Street ASHMORE
135 Cotlew Street ASHMORE
60 Allchurch Avenue BENOWA
15-35 St Kevins Avenue BENOWA
Allchurch Avenue BENOWA
74 Wardoo Street ASHMORE

100 Wardoo Street ASHMORE
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Electoral District Profile [includes Figure 2]

Fraser _McGill  Horkings
0.35% | 0.76% 0
Coghlan ° 0.98% Geography
0.24% Cross

3.39% Hepburn

McJannett o
0.07% 4.26% GeoClass: Provincial
Millar 2
4.76% Area: 29 km
Bell
35.91% Douglas In Federal

8.04% Divisions :- Moncrieff
Includes
LGA :- Gold Coast City Council

Alcorn
20.02%

Langbroek
21.22%

Figure (2) Percentage of First Preference Votes

Summary Statistics 17/02/2001 — 5/05/2001

Seat Status: Fairly Safe (Independent)
Change: Marginal (NPA) ® Fairly Safe (IND)

Won On: Preferences (10™ Count)
Variable 17/02/2001 5/05/2001 Change
Close of Roll 28,321 29,101 2.75%
Candidates 3 12 9
Informal 3.14% 1.89% -1.25%
Turnout 88.19% 77.70% -10.49%
History
First Proclaimed: 1971 Previously Held:

Country-National (1972-1977)
Liberal (1977-1980)

National (1980-2001)
Independent (2001- )

Current Member:  BELL, Lex, Independent
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Figure (3) Two Candidate Preferred Vote by Polling Booth
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