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Background 
 
On the 8 April 2015, the Honourable Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade Jackie Trad MP, referred 
Councils’ application for consideration to be given to the realignment of the common boundary 
between the Cook Shire Council and Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council. 
 
The application proposes a change to the common boundary between the local governments 
and involves the following lots currently located in Cook Shire Council — 
 

• Lot 2 on Plan WMT26, the Lockhart Airport; and 
• Lot 6 on Plan WMT54, known as Line Hill. 

 
It is proposed that— 
 

• Lot 2 on Crown Plan WMT26, Lockhart River; and 
• Lot 6 on Crown Plan WMT54, Lockhart River. 
 

be transferred to the Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council.  
 

The Change Commission in this case is comprised of the Electoral Commissioner and a Casual 
Commissioner in accordance with Section 22 of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act). The 
Change Commission is responsible for assessing whether a proposed local government 
change is in the public interest. In doing so, the Change Commission must consider— 
 

• whether the proposed local government change is consistent with the Act; and 
 

• the views of the Minister about the proposed local government change; and 
 

• any other matters prescribed under a regulation. 
 
Section 19(3) of the Act provides that the Change Commission may conduct its assessment in 
any way that it considers appropriate including, for example— 
 

• ask for submissions from any local government that would be affected by the proposed 
local government change; and 

 
• hold a public hearing to ask the public for its views about the proposed local 

government change. 
 
The Change Commission has determined that the holding of a public hearing is, on this 
occasion, unnecessary.  

Submissions 
The Minister referred this matter to the Change Commission based on a submission she had 
received from the Cook Shire Council and the Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council. The 
Minister referred these matters without expressing a view for or against the proposal. The 
referral is included at Appendix A; council submissions are included at Appendix B. 
 
The Minister’s referral also included correspondence from the Lockhart River Aerodrome 
Company which currently holds a 20 year term lease (commencing 23/10/2007) on Lot 2 
WMT26.  The Lockhart River Aerodrome Company supported the proposed transfer of this Lot 
to the Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council. 
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The Change Commission has determined that the calling for further submissions, on this 
occasion, was unnecessary, as all affected parties are in support of the transfer. 
 
All parties have expressed agreement that the two Lots should be moved into Lockhart River 
Aboriginal Shire Council. 
 

Findings 
After an assessment of the material submitted and having taken into account all considerations 
specified in the Act, it is recommended that— 
 

• Lot 2 on Plan WMT26; and 
• Lot 6 on Plan WMT54. 

 
be moved from Cook Shire Council to Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council.   Both these lots 
are located in the locality of Lockhart River.  See Maps attached at Appendix C for details. 

Reasons for Findings 
The two lots under review are located in the northern area of the Cook Shire Council.  The 
eastern border of Lot 6 WMT54 is Lloyd Bay and the property is freehold, owned by the 
Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council. 
 
Lot 2 WMT26 (Lockhart Airport) is located to the west of the Lockhart River Township and 
emergent services are attended to by the Lockhart River Aboriginal Shire Council.  Currently, a 
20 year lease agreement with Lockhart River Aerodrome Company is in place over this 
property. 
 
Further to the transfer of the two lots, the Change Commission recommends the inclusion of the 
eastern road adjacent to the aerodrome, Lockhart River Mission Road, and the esplanade 
located on the eastern boundary of Lot 6 to be included within the transfer.  
 
It should be noted that, after transfer, the two lots will be subject to an Alcohol Management 
Plan.   
 
All parties to this matter are in agreement with the proposed change to the common boundary. 
 
The proposed boundary change is assessed as being consistent with the Local Government 
Act 2009. 

Implementation 
The Governor in Council may implement the Change Commission’s recommendation under a 
regulation. 
 
The regulation may provide for anything that is necessary or convenient to facilitate the 
implementation of the local government change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walter van der Merwe and Gregory Rowe 
Local Government Change Commission 
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Minister’s Referral 
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Council's Submissions 

































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX  C 
 

Maps 
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Detailed Map :          Lot 2 on Plan WMT26 and Lot 6 Plan WMT54
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