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Background 

The Honourable the Minister for Local Government, asked Change Commission in April 2015 
to consider realignment of the common boundaries of the Mareeba Shire Council and 
Tablelands Regional Council. 

This matter encompasses a proposed change to the common boundary in two areas between 
the local governments including the following lots moving in their entirety into Tablelands 
Regional Council — 

• Lot 2 on RP868846, Forty Mile
• Lot 9 on Crown Plan GU44, Forty Mile
• Lot 1 on RP845179, Forty Mile
• Lot 8 on Crown Plan GU42, Forty Mile
• Lot 4 on SP248416, Forty Mile
• Lot 3 on RP845178, Forty Mile
• Lot 154 on Crown Plan OL32, Munderra
• Lot 137 on Crown Plan OL31, Munderra

It is further proposed that the following lot be moved in its entirety into Mareeba Shire Council — 

• Lot 250 on SP116768, Minnamoolka

It is proposed that no change occur in the common boundary for the following lot — 

• Lot 142 on SP123888, Walkamin

The Change Commission in this case is comprised of the Electoral Commissioner Mr Walter 
van der Merwe and a casual Commissioner Mr Gregory Rowe in accordance with Section 22 of 
the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act). The Change Commission is responsible for 
assessing whether a proposed local government change is in the public interest. In doing so, 
the Change Commission must consider— 

• whether the proposed local government change is consistent with the Act; and

• the views of the Minister about the proposed local government change; and

• any other matters prescribed under a regulation.

Section 19(3) of the Act provides that the Change Commission may conduct its assessment in 
any way that it considers appropriate including, for example— 

• ask for submissions from any local government that would be affected by the proposed
local government change; and

• hold a public hearing to ask the public for its views about the proposed local
government change.

The Change Commission has determined that the holding of a public hearing is, on this 
occasion, unnecessary. There may be several electors affected by the proposed change 
by moving from Mareeba Shire Council to Tablelands Regional Council. 
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Submissions 
The Minister for Local Government referred the matter to the Change Commission based on a 
submission she had received from Mareeba Shire and Tablelands Regional Councils. The 
Minister referred these matters without expressing a view for or against the proposal. The 
referral is included in Appendix A. 

The submission from Mareeba Shire Council was accompanied by a map of the affected area 
and a similar submission from Tablelands Regional Council. The submission was based on 
issues that arose following the deamalgamation of Mareeba Shire along is old boundary prior to 
amalgamation into Tablelands Regional Council. The submissions are included in Appendix B. 
it should be noted that Tableland’s submission refers to Lot 142 on SP123888, which is not 
in the Mareeba Shire submission. The Minister also refers to this situation in her referral. 

The Change Commission determined that calling for submissions from the Council’s 
concerned was unnecessary on this occasion, as they are included in the original submission 
forwarded by the Minister. 

The submissions showed that the Councils agreed on the proposed changes for all the lots, 
except for a single lot mentioned earlier: Lot 142 on SP123888. 

Findings 
After an assessment of the material submitted and having taken into account all considerations 
specified in the Act. 
It is recommended that the following lots whose parts are in Mareeba Shire Council 
be transferred in their entity to Tablelands Regional Council— 

• Lot 2 on RP868846, Forty Mile
• Lot 9 on Crown Plan GU44, Forty Mile
• Lot 1 on RP845179, Forty Mile
• Lot 8 on Crown Plan GU42, Forty Mile
• Lot 4 on SP248416, Forty Mile
• Lot 3 on RP845178, Forty Mile
• Lot 154 on Crown Plan OL32, Munderra
• Lot 137 on Crown Plan OL31, Munderra

It is further determined that the following parts of the lot be moved in its entirety 
into Mareeba Shire Council — 

• Lot 250 on SP116768, Minnamoolka

It is also determined that no change occur in the boundary for the following lot — 

• Lot 142 on SP123888, Walkamin

See Maps attached at Appendix C for details. 

The Change Commission would like the Councils’ and the Minister to consider an 
additional review to move Lot 1 on RP868846. It is suggested that this lot, which is 
currently located in Mareeba Shire but on the eastern side of the Kennedy Highway and 
is owned by Telstra, should be moved into Tablelands Regional Council to give a 
continuous boundary along the Kennedy Highway. 
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Reasons for Findings 
The following factors are in support of the argument to move nine of the ten lot areas that were 
referred:- 

• Both Councils are in agreement;
• Property Owners are in agreement;
• Proposed boundary maps have been completed by Electoral Commission Queensland

staff which reflects the supplied maps from Mareeba Shire;
• Title searches confirm the owners;
• The movements of the lots are logical and make sense as it is better if the whole of the

lot is in one Council area;
• Supports argument put forward by both Councils;
• Road frontages to the properties are to be included in the relevant Council; and
• The proposed boundary change is assessed as being consistent with the Local

Government Act 2009.

The part of Lot 142 on SP123888 in Tablelands Regional Council's area differed from the 
other areas under review, in that there was some level of agreement from the property owner 
and the Tablelands Regional Council, while there were some concerns from Mareeba Shire 
Council about the need to change the boundary in this area.  

Further discussions were held with both Councils in an endeavour to resolve the matter. 
Three options were being considered. Either all parts of the lot could be moved into 
Mareeba Shire Council, or conversely all could shift into Tablelands Regional Council. 
Alternatively, there was the option of maintaining the status quo.  

The Change Commission determined that the boundary should be left as it is. Granite Creek 
makes a good natural boundary and the property owner will not be disadvantaged by 
paying rates to both Councils, as their interest and access comes from the Tablelands 
Regional Council side of the boundary. The layout of the lots, roads, water channels and 
location of the homestead were all considered in reaching this decision. 

Implementation 
The Governor in Council may implement the Change Commission’s recommendation under a 
regulation. 

The regulation may provide for anything that is necessary or convenient to facilitate the 
implementation of the local government change. 

Walter van der Merwe and Gregory Rowe 
Local Government Change Commission 
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Detailed Map 1:  Mareeba Shire Council and Tablelands Regional Council
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Detailed Map 2:
Lot 142  Plan SP123888  - Mareeba Shire Council and Tablelands Regional Council
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