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Background 
 
The Honourable the Minister for Local Government, asked me in June 2014 to consider 
realignment of the common boundaries of the Central Highlands Regional Council and Isaac 
Regional Council. 
 
This matter encompasses a proposed change to the common boundary between the local 
governments including the following lots currently located in Central Highlands Regional 
Council — 
 

 Lot 42 on Crown Plan LHDT4010, County of Clermont, Parish of Copperfield. Owned by 
Jeffrey Lawrence.  

 Lot 41 on Crown Plan LHDT4010, County of Clermont, Parish of Copperfield. Owned by 
Ross Clien. 

 Lot 44 on Crown Plan LHDT4073, County of Clermont, Parish of Copperfield. Owned by 
Ross Clien. 

 Lot 123 on Crown Plan MPH206, County of Clermont, Parish of Copperfield. Owned by 
Ross Clien. 

 Lot 145 on Crown Plan FTY1413 (part of Copperfield State Forest), owned by the State 
of Queensland. 
 

It is proposed that— 
 

 Lot 42 on Crown Plan LHDT4010 
 Lot 41 on Crown Plan LHDT4010 
 Lot 44 on Crown Plan LHDT4073 
 Lot 123 on Crown Plan MPH206 
 Lot 145 on Crown Plan FTY1413 
 

be moved to Isaac Regional Council.  
 

The Change Commission in this case is comprised of the Electoral Commissioner in 
accordance with section 22 of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act). The Change 
Commission is responsible for assessing whether a proposed local government change is in 
the public interest. In doing so, the Change Commission must consider— 
 

 whether the proposed local government change is consistent with the Act; and 
 

 the views of the Minister about the proposed local government change; and 
 

 any other matters prescribed under a regulation. 
 
Section 19(3) of the Act provides that the Change Commission may conduct its assessment in 
any way that it considers appropriate including, for example— 
 

 ask for submissions from any local government that would be affected by the proposed 
local government change; and 

 
 hold a public hearing to ask the public for its views about the proposed local 

government change. 
 
The Change Commission has determined that the holding of a public hearing is, on this 
occasion, unnecessary. There are four electors affected by the proposed change. 
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Submissions 
The Minister for Local Government referred the Douglas Creek matter to the Change 
Commission based on a submission he had received from Central Highlands Regional Council. 
The Minister referred these matters without expressing a view for or against the proposal. The 
referral is included in Appendix A. 
 
The submission from Central Highlands Regional Council was accompanied by a letter of 
support and agreement from Isaac Regional Council and also the property owners Ross Clien 
and Jeffrey Lawrence. The submission was based on an initial proposal from the Department of 
Natural Resources and Mines concerning a boundary anomaly in the area. The submission is 
included in Appendix B. 
 
The Change Commission has determined that the calling for submissions from the Council’s 
concerned and the property owners, on this occasion, unnecessary as they are included in the 
original submission forwarded by the Minister. 
 
All parties were in agreement that the properties should be moved into Isaac Regional Council. 
 

Findings 
After an assessment of the material submitted and having taken into account all considerations 
specified in the Act, it is recommended that— 
 

 Lot 42 on Crown Plan LHDT4010 
 Lot 41 on Crown Plan LHDT4010 
 Lot 44 on Crown Plan LHDT4073 
 Lot 123 on Crown Plan MPH206 
 Lot 145 on Crown Plan FTY1413 

 
be moved from Central Highlands Regional Council to Isaac Regional Council.  All these lots 
are located in County of Clermont, Parish of Copperfield, situated at Douglas Creek. See Maps 
attached at Appendix C for details. 

Reasons for Findings 
The five lots in question in the review area are on the southern side of Douglas Creek in the 
Central Highlands Regional Council. Four of these lots 41, 42, 44 and 145 continue on the 
northern side of the creek in Isaac Regional Council. The property owners own the lots on both 
sides of the current boundary including Lot 123.  
 
It therefore makes it more logical and practical for the lots to be together in one council area 
rather than being divided by the creek in terms of the rates and services being provided by one 
council instead of two for both the property owners and councils concerned. 
 
All parties to this matter i.e. both councils and the landholders, are in agreement with the 
proposed change to the common boundary. 
 
The proposed boundary change is assessed as being consistent with the Local Government 
Act 2009. 

Implementation 
The Governor in Council may implement the Change Commission’s recommendation under a 
regulation. 
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The regulation may provide for anything that is necessary or convenient to facilitate the 
implementation of the local government change. 
 
 
 
 
Walter van der Merwe 
Local Government Change Commissioner 
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