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REDISTRIBUTION 
OF 

QUEENSLAND’S ELECTORAL DISTRICTS 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE OBJECTIONS 
TO THE PROPOSED REDISTRIBUTION OF 
QUEENSLAND’S LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS 
 
On 12 October 2007, the Queensland Redistribution Commission, in accordance 
with the requirements of the Electoral Act 1992 (“the Act”), commenced a 
redistribution of Queensland’s 89 Legislative Assembly electoral districts by 
publishing notices in the Queensland Government Gazette which stated that the 
need for an electoral redistribution had arisen, advised of the composition of the 
Commission and invited members of the public to lodge written suggestions on the 
redistribution.  The notice also appeared in the Courier Mail and major regional 
newspapers.  Following the closure of suggestions, the Commission published 
notices inviting written comments on the suggestions to be lodged with the 
Commission.  Once the time for lodging comments on the suggestions closed on 
Monday, 17 December 2007, the Commission commenced preparation of its 
redistribution proposals. 
 
The Quota and Other Legislative Criteria for the Redistribution 
 
In determining electoral boundaries the Commission is governed by the general 
principle that there should be an equal number of enrolled electors in each district. 
To this end, at the conclusion of the period prescribed for lodging suggestions and 
comments which occurred on 17 December 2007, the Commission is required to 
determine an enrolment quota for the State as a whole.  The quota, or “average 
number of electors”, is determined by dividing the total number of people on the 
electoral roll across Queensland by the total number of electoral districts (89 in all). 
The quota thus arrived at, for the purposes of the 2008 distribution, is 29,560.   
 
As a general rule, the number of electors in each of the proposed districts should 
correspond as closely as possible to this number.  The Act recognises, however, that 
such precision is not always practicable and authorises the Commission to deviate 
from the quota by a maximum of 10% above or below.  For the 2008 Redistribution, 
this results in a minimum of 26,604 and a maximum of 32,516 electors required for 
each district. 
 
Since it is desirable for electorates to be of a manageable geographic size, the Act 
prescribes a special “weightage” formula for large electorates.  For districts that 
exceed 100,000km2 in area, a figure equal to 2% of the total area of the electoral 
district is added to the actual number of electors enrolled in that district. For 
example, an electoral district 250,000km2 in area would have 5000 (i.e.: 2% of 
250,000 km2) “notional” electors added to its actual number of electors.  
This adjusted figure (the total number of actual and notional electors) must fall within 
the margin of tolerance prescribed by the Act, that is, be no more than 10% above or 
below the quota.   
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Other Criteria 
Subject to the overriding numerical requirements, the Commission is required to 
have regard to a number of other elements that may be indicative of desirable 
electoral boundaries.  These criteria, set down in Section 46(1) of the Act, are: 
 
(a) the extent to which there is a community of economic, social, regional or other 

interests within each proposed electoral district; 
 
(b) the ways of communication and travel within each proposed electoral district; 
 
(c) the physical features of each proposed electoral district; 
 
(d) the boundaries of existing electoral districts;  and  
 
(e) demographic trends in the State, with a view to ensuring as far as practicable 

that, on the basis of the trends, the need for another electoral redistribution will 
not arise before the stipulated time.   

 
The Commission, when carrying out the redistribution, “may also consider the 
boundaries of local government areas to the extent that it is satisfied that there is a 
community of economic, social, regional or other interests within each local 
government area”. 
 
The Commission is authorised by section 46(3) of the Act to give such weight to 
each of the abovementioned matters as it considers appropriate. 
 
Objections to the Proposed Redistribution and Comments on Objections 
 
The Commission received 852 written objections to its redistribution proposals within 
the time specified in its public notices inviting objections.  Copies of these objections 
were bound into two volumes and were made available for public inspection, without 
fee, at public libraries throughout Queensland, as well as at selected Post Offices 
and at the Commission’s office at Level 6, Forestry House, 160 Mary Street, 
Brisbane. 
 
On Friday, 4 July 2008 the Commission in accordance with section 49(2) of the Act, 
published a notice in the Government Gazette advising of the availability for 
inspection of the copies of the objections and inviting written comments on the 
objections to be lodged with the Commission before 5.00 pm Monday, 14 July 2008, 
being a period of 10 days following publication of the notice in the Government 
Gazette.  The notice inviting comments on the objections was also published in The 
Courier Mail and numerous Queensland regional newspapers. 
 
The Commission received 58 comments on the objections by 5.00 pm on Monday, 
14 July 2008.  This booklet contains copies of those comments.  The booklets are 
being made available for public inspection, without fee, at public libraries throughout 
Queensland, selected Post Offices, and at the Commission’s office at Level 6, 
Forestry House, 160 Mary Street, Brisbane. 
 
The comments on objections are also available on the Commission’s website – 
www.ecq.qld.gov.au 
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Remainder of the Redistribution Process 
 
In accordance with section 49(3) of the Act, copies of the comments on the 
objections will be available for public perusal at the Commission’s office at Level 6, 
Forestry House, 160 Mary Street, Brisbane as soon as practicable after the closing 
time for comments on the objections.  Copies of the comments on the objections will 
similarly be available for perusal at Public Libraries and selected Post Offices 
throughout Queensland.  A list of these locations is available on the Commission’s 
website:  www.ecq.qld.gov.au 
 
From the date of closure of public objections to the redistribution proposals  
(23 June 2008), the Commission is allowed a period of 60 days to complete its 
determination of the State’s electoral districts.  The 60 day period will end on Friday, 
22 August 2008.  Under section 54 of the Act, the final determination and associated 
documents will be given to the Honourable the Attorney-General and Minister for 
Justice and Minister Assisting the Premier in Western Queensland who must table 
the documents in Parliament within 5 sitting days of their receipt. 
 
A notice containing details of the Commission’s final determination of the State’s 
electoral boundaries will then be published in the Queensland Government Gazette 
and within 21 days of publication of this notice (subject only to any appeal being 
lodged in the Supreme Court) the State is redistributed into the electoral districts, 
and those districts have the names set out in the notice.  Queensland remains 
redistributed in this way until the next electoral redistribution becomes final. 
 
Table 1 shown below details the statutory timetable associated with the conduct of 
the State electoral redistribution. 
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TABLE 1 

 
THE REDISTRIBUTION PROCESS 

 
The Electoral Act 1992 prescribes the following timetable for the conduct of the 
redistribution: 
 

Activity Timetable 

1. The Commission invites written suggestions 
from public – s42(1) 

12 October 2007 

Public Suggestions 30 days – s42(3) 

2. Closing date for written suggestions 12 November 2007 

Suggestions available for public comment 21 days – s43(1) and s43(2) 

3. Closing date for written comments Monday, 17 December 2007 
  
4. The Commission determines State quota – 

s45(1), considers suggestions and 
comments and develops a set of electoral 
district boundary proposals – s44 

No time specified to formulate 
proposals 

  
5. The Commission prepares its report, 

publishes and exhibits maps showing 
proposed boundaries and names and invites 
public attention to the maps – s47 

Friday, 23 May 2008 

Public objections to the proposals 30 days – s48(1) 

6. Closing date for written objections Monday, 23 June 2008 

Objections available for public comment 10 days – s49(1) and s49(2) 

7. Closing date for written comments in 
response to objections 

Monday, 14 July 2008 

  
8. The Commission considers objections and 

comments and makes a final boundary 
determination – ss50-51 

60 days since close of 
objections – s51(1) 

Final date for the Commission’s 
determination Friday, 22 August 2008 
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Inquiries 
 
Persons or organisations who have any inquiries concerning the conduct of the State 
redistribution should direct them to the Commission. 
 
The Commission’s locality address is: 
 

QUEENSLAND REDISTRIBUTION COMMISSION 
LEVEL 6, FORESTRY HOUSE 

160 MARY STREET BRISBANE  Q  4000 
 

TELEPHONE:  1300 881 665 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE OBJECTIONS 
 

 
Objection 

No. 
(QRC/COM...)

 

 
Name/Organisation 

 
Address 

 
1 

 
K J & R A Copeland 

 
‘Birrawa’ 
PO Box 178 
PALMWOODS  Q  4555 

 
2 

 
Mr Timothy Fisher 

 
PO Box 349 
HERBERTON  Q  4887 

 
3 

 
Dr Ruth S Kerr 

 
105 Highland Terrace 
ST LUCIA  Q  4067 

 
4 

 
Miss M Chandler 

 
2/16 Goldview Street 
ATHERTON  Q  4883 

 
5 

 
Ms Maureen Dow 

 
11029 Kennedy Highway 
EVELYN CENTRAL  Q  4888 

 
6 

 
Mr Vernon Good 
Atkinson 

 
Minnawoolka Station 
MOUNT GARNET  Q  4872 

 
7 

 
Ms Cyndi Mitchell 

 
150 Flaxton Mill Road 
FLAXTON  Q  4560 

 
8 

 
N A & C F Goss 

 
5 Solar Crescent 
ATHERTON  Q  4883 

 
9 

 
N McDowall 

 
Address Not Provided 

 
10 

 
R Winger 

 
PO Box 349 
HERBERTON  Q  4887 

 
11 

 
Mr Norbert Liebrich 

 
PO Box 244 
HERBERTON Q  4887 

 
12 

 
Mr Clyde W M 
Mitchell 

 
150 Flaxton Mill Road 
FLAXTON  Q  4560 

 
13 

 
Mrs M Parker 

 
70 Highland Street 
WAVELL HEIGHTS  Q  4012 

 
14 

 
Mr John Finlay 
Chief Executive 
Officer 
Whitsunday Regional 
Council 

 
PO Box 104 
PROSERPINE  Q  4800 

 
15 

 
Mrs Lynette Lawrence

 
25 Ski Gardens Road 
ALTON DOWNS  Q  4702 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE OBJECTIONS 
 

 
Objection 

No. 
(QRC/COM...)

 

 
Name/Organisation 

 
Address 

 
16 

 
Ms Carolyn Hohnke 
President 
Bunya Residents 
Association Inc 

 
35 Mailmans Track 
BUNYA  Q  4055 

 
17 

 
Mr Joe Salerno 

 
Cnr Main and Vernan Streets 
ATHERTON  Q  4883 

 
18 

 
Ms Arne Platte 

 
PO Box 485 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
19 

 
Ms Trudie Watson 

 
22 Maple Street 
MILLAA MILLAA  Q  4886 

 
20 

 
Mr Barry H and Ms 
Colleen A Brady 

 
PO Box 189 
MONTVILLE  Q  4560 

 
21 

 
Ms Joan Donald 

 
Unit 4 
MacDonald Court 
5 Elizabeth Street 
ATHERTON  Q  4883 

 
22 

 
Ms Pat and Mr John 
Peach 

 
C/- Wandal Post Office 
WANDAL  Q  4700 

 
23 

 
Mr Scott Mason - 
Chief Executive 
Officer and 
Councillor Robert 
Dare – Mayor 
Diamantina Shire 
Council 
 

 
Herbert Street 
BEDOURIE  Q  4829 

 
24 

 
Mr Anthony Chapman 

 
1 Donatello Street 
FIG TREE POCKET  Q  4069 

 
25 

 
Mrs Penny Campbell-
Wilson 

 
Email Address Provided 

 
26 

 
Mr Winston Johnston 

 
4 Rangers Road 
BALMORAL RIDGE  Q  4552 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE OBJECTIONS 
 

 
Objection 

No. 
(QRC/COM...)

 

 
Name/Organisation 

 
Address 

 
27 

 
Mr James Berardo 
President 
Friends of Noosa 
Association, Inc 

 
PO Box 1102 
NOOSA HEADS  Q  4567 

 
28 

 
Mr John Cherry 
Chief Executive 
Officer 
Queensland Farmers’ 
Federation 

 
PO Box 12009 
BRISBANE  Q  4003 

 
29 

 
Mr Alan Webb 

 
Address Not Provided 

 
30 

 
Ms Carol Finger 

 
PO Box 9 
DUARINGA  Q  4712 

 
31 

 
Ms Catherine Jenkins 

 
Lot 21 
Otto Road 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
32 

 
J Harron 

 
Rural No. 15636 Kennedy 
Highway 
INNOT HOT SPRINGS  Q  4872 

 
33 

 
Ms Loretta Snelling 

 
Rural No. 15636 Kennedy 
Highway 
INNOT HOT SPRINGS  Q  4872 

 
34 

 
Ms Judith Erwin 

 
8 Gordon Earl Drive 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
35 

 
Ms Linda Klein 

 
8 Gordon Earl Drive 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
36 

 
Ms Jodie Austin 

 
14909 Kennedy Highway 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
37 

 
Mr Robert Austin 

 
14909 Kennedy Highway 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
38 

 
N Scott 

 
60 Grigg Street 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE OBJECTIONS 
 

 
Objection 

No. 
(QRC/COM...)

 

 
Name/Organisation 

 
Address 

 
39 

 
Mr David and Ms 
Elizabeth Hill 

 
‘Dunkerry South’ 
705 Dunkerry Road 
THALLON  Q  4497 

 
40 

 
Mr Richard Waldie 
President 
Palmwoods Progress 
Association Inc 

 
PO Box 181 
PALMWOODS  Q  4555 

 
41 

 
Mr Stephen Arthur 
Jenkins 

 
Lot 21 
Otto Road 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
42 

 
Mr R J Richardson 

 
45 Riverstone Road 
GORDONVALE  Q  4865 

 
43 

 
Mr R J Richardson 

 
45 Riverstone Road 
GORDONVALE  Q  4865 

 
44 

 
Mr Geoffrey Greene 
State Director 
Liberal Party of 
Australia (Queensland 
Division) 

 
PO Box 8167 
WOOLLOONGABBA  Q  4102 

 
45 

 
Mr T I Bethel 

 
15 Grigg Street 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
46 

 
Ms Tracy Lucey 

 
30 Coleman Road 
RAVENSHOE  Q  4888 

 
47 

 
Ms Jeannie Lagdon 

 
Address Not Provided 

 
48 

 
W Benstead 

 
PO Box 2329 
MAREEBA  Q  4880 

 
49 

 
Mrs Jean Storey 
Hon Secretary 
Bell Progress and 
Heritage Association 
Inc 

 
Email Address Provided 

 
50 

 
Mr Anthony Chisholm 
State Secretary 
Australian Labor Party
State of Queensland 

 
PO Box 5032 
WEST END  Q  4101 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE OBJECTIONS 
 

 
Objection 

No. 
(QRC/COM...)

 

 
Name/Organisation 

 
Address 

 
51 

 
Mr Michael O’Dwyer 
State Director 
The National Party of 
Australia Queensland 

 
PO Box 5940 
WEST END  Q  4101 
 

 
52 

 
Lou Bessert 

 
657 Topaz Road 
MALANDA  Q  4885 

 
53 

 
Mr Colin Dow 

 
11029 Kennedy Highway 
EVELYN CENTRAL  Q  4888 

 
54 

 
Unreadable 

 
Address Not Provided 

 
55 

 
Unreadable 

 
Address Not Provided 

 
56 

 
Ms Sharon Dennis 
Secretary 
Malanda Chamber of 
Commerce 

 
PO Box 560 
MALANDA  Q  4885 

 
57 

 
Mr Kevin Whyte 

 
28 Courtney Street 
MAREEBA  Q  4880 

 
58 

 
Mr John Fischer 

 
PO Box 2252 
MAREEBA  Q  4880 
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