
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CHANGE COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT ON A CHANGE 
TO THE EXTERNAL BOUNDARY OF THE 

MARANOA REGIONAL COUNCIL  
AND  

WESTERN DOWNS REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 2016 





 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CHANGE COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT ON A CHANGE 
TO THE EXTERNAL BOUNDARY OF THE 

MARANOA REGIONAL COUNCIL  
AND  

WESTERN DOWNS REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Electoral Commission Queensland Telephone: 1300 881 665 
Level 6, 160 Mary Street, Brisbane  QLD  4000 Facsimile: (07) 3036 5776 
GPO Box 1393, Brisbane  QLD  4001 Website: www.ecq.qld.gov.au 



  

 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Background ................................................................................................................... 1 

Submissions .................................................................................................................. 2 

Findings ......................................................................................................................... 2 

Reasons for Findings ................................................................................................... 3 

Implementation .............................................................................................................. 3 
 
Appendix A – Minister’s Referral  
 
Appendix B – Council’s Submissions 
 
Appendix C – Maps  





Maranoa Regional Council and Western Downs Regional Council Report 

Local Government Change Commission 1 

Background 
 
On the 8 April 2015, the Honourable Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade Jackie Trad MP, referred 
Council’s application for consideration to be given to the realignment of the common boundary 
between the Maranoa Regional Council and Western Downs Regional Council. 
 
The application proposes a change to the common boundary between the local governments 
and involves the following lots— 
 

• Lot 9 on Survey Plan SP236780; 
• Lot 43 on Crown Plan EG130; 
• Lot 22 on Survey Plan SP248280; 
• Lot 70 on Crown Plan WV631; 
• Lot 368 on Crown Plan FTY535; and 
• Lot 1 on Crown Plan AB110. 

 
It is proposed that— 
 

• Lot 9 on Survey Plan SP236780, Wallumbilla North; and 
• Lot 43 on Crown Plan EG130, Teelba; 
 

be wholly incorporated within Western Downs Regional Council.  
 
It is further proposed that— 
 

• Lot 22 on Survey Plan SP248280, Clifford; 
• Lot 368 on Crown Plan FTY535 in both Clifford and Bundi;  
• Lot 70 on Crown Plan WV631, Clifford; and 
• Lot 1 on Crown Plan AB110, Waikola; 

 
be wholly incorporated within Maranoa Regional Council. 
 
The Change Commission in this case is comprised of the Electoral Commissioner Mr Walter 
van der Merwe and a Casual Commissioner Mr Gregory Rowe, in accordance with Section 22 
of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act). The Change Commission is responsible for 
assessing whether a proposed local government change is in the public interest. In doing so, 
the Change Commission must consider— 
 

• whether the proposed local government change is consistent with the Act; and 
• the views of the Minister about the proposed local government change; and 
• any other matters prescribed under a regulation. 

 
Section 19(3) of the Act provides that the Change Commission may conduct its assessment in 
any way that it considers appropriate including, for example— 
 

• ask for submissions from any local government that would be affected by the proposed 
local government change; and 

• hold a public hearing to ask the public for its views about the proposed local 
government change. 

 
The Change Commission determined that a public hearing was unnecessary on this occasion. 
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Submissions 
 
The Minister referred this matter to the Change Commission based on a submission received 
from the Maranoa Regional Council. The Minister referred these matters without expressing a 
view for or against the proposal (see Appendix A). The Council’s submissions are included in 
Appendix B. 
 
The Minister’s referral also included correspondence from the Western Downs Regional 
Council supporting the Maranoa Regional Council’s proposal to move the referred lots into the 
respective Council areas. 
 
Both Councils supported the transfer of Lot 9 on SP236780 and Lot 43 on Crown Plan EG130 
into Western Downs Regional Council. 
 
The private owner of Lot 43 on  EG130  expressed their preference to stay with Maranoa 
Regional Council. The owners of Lot 1 on AB110, Lot 70 on WV631, Lot 22 on SP248280 and 
Lot 9 on SP236780 were unable to be contacted by the Council (see Appendix B). 
 
The Change Commission determined that it was unnecessary to call for further submissions on 
this occasion, as both the Councils were in support of the transfer. 
 
These anomalies were submitted to the Minister and then to the Change Commission based 
upon advice from the then Department of Natural Resources and Mines. 
 

Findings 
 
After an assessment of the material submitted and having taken into account all considerations 
specified in the Act, it is recommended that— 
 

• Lot 9 on Survey Plan SP236780, Wallumbilla North; and 
• Lot 43 on Crown Plan EG130, Teelba; 
 

be wholly incorporated within Western Downs Regional Council.  
 
It is further recommended that— 
 

• Lot 22 on Survey Plan SP248280, Clifford; 
• Lot 368 on Crown Plan FTY535, in both Clifford and Bundi;  
• Lot 70 on Crown Plan WV631, Clifford; and 
• Lot 1 on Crown Plan AB110, Waikola; 

 
be wholly incorporated within Maranoa Regional Council. 
 
See Maps attached at Appendix C for details. 
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Reasons for Findings 
 
The proposed boundary changes were assessed as being consistent with the Local 
Government Act 2009. 
 
The Change Commision supports the the Council’s submissions to move parts of the specified 
lots between Western Downs Regional Council and Maranoa Regional Council as described in 
the findings. The Change Commission believes that the transfers are in the interests of the 
landowners, the Councils, and also for essential services, as it will result in the entirety of the 
lots being included in the same locality and Council area. In doing so, this will help reduce the 
confusion caused when local government boundaries bisect lots. 
 
In the case of Lot 43 on Crown Plan EG130, the owner Mr Penfold expressed a preference to 
remain in Maranoa Regional Council, while  the Councils both agreed that it should be moved 
to Western Downs Regional Council. The Change Commission agrees with the Council’s 
assessment, finding that the whole of the lot should be included in Western Downs Regional 
Council. 
 
The Change Commission’s support for the referred changes has been made in the public 
interest. 
 

Implementation 
The Governor in Council may implement the Change Commission’s recommendation under a 
regulation. 
 
The regulation may provide for anything that is necessary or convenient to facilitate the 
implementation of the local government change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walter van der Merwe and Gregory Rowe 
Local Government Change Commission 
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Damon Meadows

From:

Sent:

Subject:

Attachments:

Lynn Sharpe 

Tuesday, 9 December 2014 11:10 AM

Re: Corporate and Community Support Report Local Government Boundary 

Anomalies

Corporate and Community Support Report Local Government Boundary 

Anomalies.docx

Attachments:

Corporate and Community Support Report Local Government Boundary Anomalies 

Damon 

As requested in your email 8 December, I have attached a copy of the report that was presented to Council 3 

December 2014, and below is the resolution to adopt the recommendations.  You will also find these reports and 

minutes on our website. http://www.wdrc.qld.gov.au/council/meeting_agendas_minutes.shtml 

Action Item - Council Meeting Wednesday 3/12/2014

Title Corporate and Community Support Report Local Government Boundary 
Anomalies 

To       P.A. Berting, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

File No       14/3/1 

Date       25 November 2014 

Authored by      L. Sharpe, GOVERNANCE AND INFORMATION SUPPORT MANAGER

Responsible Manager      L. R. Vohland, CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT GENERAL MANAGER

Responsible General Manager L. R. Vohland, CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT GENERAL MANAGER

Summary/Purpose 

The purpose of this Report is to seek Council's consideration of proposed changes to its local government area 

boundaries following advice of historic anomalies form the Department Natural Resources and Mines.    

Council has been considering a number of anomalies pertaining to the Western Downs Regional Council local 

government boundary adjacent to the Banana Shire Council, Maranoa Regional Council, Toowoomba Regional 

Council, Goondiwindi Regional Council and Balonne Shire Council local government boundary. 

Employee Material Personal Interest/Conflict of Interest 

Nil 

Councillor Material Personal Interest/Conflict of Interest 

Nil 
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Officer's Recommendation 

That this Report be received and that Council:  

  

1.           Confirms and supports the proposed boundary changes; and 

  

2.           Forwards a copy of the Resolution to the Department of Local Government and each of the affected Councils 

to enable the Department of Local Government to coordinate the proposed boundary changes submission to 

the Minister.  

  

Justification 

  

Nil 

  

  

Link to Corporate Plan 

  

Strategic Theme 1: Effective and Inclusive Governance 

Western Downs Regional Council can be relied on to govern its communities and manage its business with strategic 

vision, equity, transparency, collaboration and financial responsibility. 

The Councillors were advised that Attachment 1.  Local Government Boundary Anomalies Spreadsheet on Page 616 

of the Agenda was incorrect and the correct document follows: 

  

  

Cr. R.C. Brown rejoined the Meeting at 02:19 PM.  

  

Cr. R.C. Brown resumed the Chair.   

  

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

MOVED by Cr. I.J. Rasmussen and seconded by Cr. G.M. Olm 

  

That this Report be received and that Council:  
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1. Confirms and supports the proposed boundary changes; and

2. Forwards a copy of the Resolution to the Department of Local Government and each of the affected Councils 

to enable the Department of Local Government to coordinate the proposed boundary changes submission 

to the Minister.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

MOVED by Cr. O.G. Moore and seconded by Cr. G.M. Olm 

That this Report be received and that Council:  

1. Continues discussions with Maranoa Regional Council with a view to balancing the unimproved capital

value;

2. Accept the recommended changes with the remaining neighbouring shires.

3. Forwards a copy of the Resolution to the Department of Local Government and each of the affected Councils 

to enable the Department of Local Government to coordinate the proposed boundary changes submission 

to the Minister.

The AMENDMENT NO. 1 was PUT and LOST (2,6)

FOR VOTE - Cr. G.M. Olm, Cr. O.G. Moore

AGAINST VOTE - Cr. C.M. Hall, Cr. I.J. Rasmussen, Cr. R.B. Jamieson, Cr. A.G. Brame, Cr. C.T. Tillman, Cr. R.C. Brown

ABSENT. DID NOT VOTE - Cr. A.N. Smith

The ORIGINAL MOTION was PUT and CARRIED

ABSENT. DID NOT VOTE - Cr. A.N. Smith

Regards 
Lynn Sharpe 
Governance & Information Support Manager 

WESTERN DOWNS REGIONAL COUNCIL 
Corporate Office, PO Box 551, Dalby, Qld 4405 

Find us on the Web  |   Find us on Facebook 

PRIVILEGED - PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. This communication and any files transmitted with it, are intended solely for the named addressee(s) only 
and may contain information which is confidential, legally privileged and are subject to copyright. No part can be reproduced without the consent of the 
copyright owner. If you receive this email and you are not the addressee, intended recipient (or responsible for delivery of the email to the addressee), please 
do not read, use, distribute or copy this email. Please delete the email and notify the author immediately.



 

Action required 
on MBN14/1044 Property Submission Date 

Dealt with by 
other 

correspondence 

Proposed 
change 

Supported or 
Not Supported 

No Lot 4 SP204532 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Lapsed 

3 September 
2014 Yes MRC Not supported 

by Banana SC 

No Lot 9 SP204532 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Lapsed 
3 September 

2014 Yes MRC Not supported 
by Banana SC 

No Lot 9 AB244 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Lapsed 
3 September 

2014 Yes MRC Not supported 
by Banana SC 

No Lot 5 SP215322 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Resubmitted 
3 September 

2014 Yes Balonne SC Supported by 
Balonne SC 

No Lot 6 SP215322 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Resubmitted 
3 September 

2014 Yes Balonne SC Supported by 
Balonne SC 

No Lot 98 
SP171537 4 November 2014 No No change Supported by 

WDRC 

No Lot 9 EG209 4 November 2014 No No change Supported by 
WDRC 

No Lot 6 EG138 4 November 2014 No No change Supported by 
WDRC 

No Lot 5 SP233453 4 November 2014 No No change Supported by 
WDRC 

Yes Lot 9 SP236780 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Resubmitted 

4 November 2014 No WDRC Supported by 
WDRC 

Yes Lot 43 EG130 4 November 2014 No WDRC Supported by 
WDRC 

Yes Lot 22 
SP248280 

24 January 2014 Yes Request 
review Resubmitted 

3 September 
2014 No MRC Supported by 

WDRC 

Yes Lot 70 WV631 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Resubmitted 
3 September 

2014 No MRC Supported by 
WDRC 

Yes Lot 368 FTY535 
24 January 2014 Yes Request 

review Resubmitted 
3 September 

2014 No MRC Supported by 
WDRC 

Yes Lot 1 AB110 4 November 2014 No MRC Supported by 
WDRC 
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Maps 
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Detailed Map 1:                          Lot 1     Plan AB110

Local Government Boundary
Review AreaProperty

BoundaryProposed Boundary
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Detailed Map 4                          Lot 43     Plan EG130

Local Government Boundary
Review AreaProperty
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