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Background 
 
On the 4 May 2015, the Honourable Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade Jackie Trad MP, advised 
that the Department of Natural Resources and Mines had referred an anomaly between the 
Aurukun and Cook Shire Council’s common boundary. Minister Trad in turn referred the 
application to consider the realignment of the common boundary between the Councils. 
 
The application proposes a change to the common boundary between the local governments 
and involves the following lots— 
 

• Lot 653 on Survey Plan SP178000, Holroyd River, Cook Shire Council; and 
• Lot 211 on Survey Plan SP241404, Aurukun, Aurukun Shire Council. 

 
Following a new survey of Lot 211 on Survey Plan SP241404 a portion of land (15 km2) will be 
transferred from the adjoining Lot 653 Survey Plan SP178000 to Lot 211, resulting in a portion 
of this lot being located in Cook Shire Council . 
 
It is proposed that- 
 

• Part of Lot 653 on Survey Plan SP178000 in Cook Shire Council that is now part of Lot 
211 on Survey Plan SP241404; 
  

be transferred to Aurukun Shire Council.  
 
The Change Commission in this case is comprised of the Electoral Commissioner Mr Walter 
van der Merwe and a Casual Commissioner Mr Gregory Rowe, in accordance with Section 22 
of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act). The Change Commission is responsible for 
assessing whether a proposed local government change is in the public interest. In doing so, 
the Change Commission must consider— 
 

• whether the proposed local government change is consistent with the Act; and 
• the views of the Minister about the proposed local government change; and 
• any other matters prescribed under a regulation. 

 
Section 19(3) of the Act provides that the Change Commission may conduct its assessment in 
any way that it considers appropriate including, for example— 
 

• ask for submissions from any local government that would be affected by the proposed 
local government change; and 

• hold a public hearing to ask the public for its views about the proposed local 
government change. 

 
The Change Commission determined that a public hearing was unnecessary on this occasion. 
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Submissions 
 
The Minister referred this matter to the Change Commission based on a submission received 
from the Department of Natural Resources and Mines. The Minister referred these matters 
expressing a view that the proposal was desirable (see Appendix A). The Council’s 
submissions are included in Appendix B. 
 
The Minister’s referral also included information on a new survey that had been undertaken of 
Lot 211 and the reasons for the allocation of the portion of land from Lot 653 to Lot 211.  
 
Both Council’s are in support of the proposal to move the referred new part of Lot 211 into 
Aurukun Shire Council. 
 
The Change Commission determined that it was unnecessary to call for further submissions on 
this occasion, as both the Council’s were in support of the transfer. 
 

Findings 
 
After an assessment of the material submitted and having taken into account all considerations 
specified in the Act, it is recommended that— 
 

• Part of Lot 653 (now part of Lot 211);  
 
be moved from Cook Shire Council to Aurukun Shire Council.    
 
The part of the lot is located in the locality of Holroyd River.   
 
See Maps attached at Appendix C for details. 
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Reasons for Findings 
 
The proposed boundary change is assessed as being consistent with the Local Government 
Act 2009. 
 
The Change Commision supports the proposal to move the new part of the Lot 211 from Cook 
Shire Council to Aurukun Shire Council. This transfer is in the interests of the Councils and also 
for essential services, resulting in the entirety of the lots being included in the same locality and 
Council area. In doing so, this will help reduce the confusion caused when local government 
boundaries bisect lots. 
 
The Change Commission’s support for the referred changes to the lot has been made in the 
public interest. 
 

Implementation 
The Governor in Council may implement the Change Commission’s recommendation under a 
regulation. 
 
The regulation may provide for anything that is necessary or convenient to facilitate the 
implementation of the local government change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walter van der Merwe and Gregory Rowe 
Local Government Change Commission 
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