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Background 
 
The then Honourable the Attorney General, Minister for Local Government and Special Minister 
of State asked me to consider the realignment of the common boundaries of the Moreton Bay 
Regional Council and Sunshine Coast Regional Council. 
 
This matter encompasses proposed changes to the common boundary between the local 
governments including- 
 

 Lot 5 on Survey Plan 242747, County of Lennox, Parish of Conondale situated at 
Postman’s Track, Conondale (Sunshine Coast Regional Council) and Bellthorpe 
(Moreton Bay Regional Council) where the current boundary splits the lot leaving a very 
small part of the property in the Moreton Bay Regional Council area. 

 The adjoining road reserve known as Postman’s Track also has two small anomalies 
where the current boundary now splits the road following road works. 

 As a secondary consideration the Commission has been asked to assess which Council 
should have the responsibility for the maintenance of the road reserve and to adjust the 
boundary accordingly. 

 
It is proposed that— 
 

 Lot 5 on Survey Plan 242747, County of Lennox, Parish of Conondale be included 
within the Sunshine Coast Regional Council. 

 The road reserve known as Postman’s Track be included within the Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council. 

 
The Change Commission in this case is comprised of the Electoral Commissioner in 
accordance with section 22 of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act). The Change 
Commission is responsible for assessing whether a proposed local government change is in 
the public interest. In doing so, the Change Commission must consider— 
 

 whether the proposed local government change is consistent with the Act; and 
 

 the views of the Minister about the proposed local government change; and 
 

 any other matters prescribed under a regulation. 
 
Section 19(3) of the Act provides that the Change Commission may conduct its assessment in 
any way that it considers appropriate including, for example— 
 

 ask for submissions from any local government that would be affected by the proposed 
local government change; and 

 
 hold a public hearing to ask the public for its views about the proposed local 

government change. 
 
The Change Commission has determined that the holding of a public hearing is, on this 
occasion, unnecessary. 

Submissions 
The Minister received submissions from Moreton Bay Regional Council and Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council following correspondence from the Department of Environment and Resource 
Management (DERM) pointing out several boundary anomalies associated with Lot 5 on 
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Survey Plan 242747.The Council’s in their submissions agreed that the impacted Lot and the 
two pieces of road reserve should be located together in the one Council area.  
The Council’s however differed on who should be responsible for the road reserve known as 
Postman’s Track (see Appendix A).  
 
The Minister referred these matters expressing the view that the Councils were unable agree 
on the most appropriate proposal to address the anomalies raised by DERM. 

Findings 
After a thorough assessment of the material submitted and having taken account of all 
considerations specified in the Act, it is recommended that— 
 

 Lot 5 on Survey Plan 242747, County of Lennox, Parish of Conondale be included 
within the Sunshine Coast Regional Council. 

 The road reserve known as Postman’s Track be included within the Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council. 

 
Maps of the proposed boundary changes are included in Appendix B. 
 
The Commission notes that councils’ submissions identified that road maintenance implications 
relate to the proposal. 

Reasons for Findings 
Firstly, a single parcel of land being Lot 5 on Survey Plan 242747, County of Lennox, Parish of 
Conondale is intersected by the common boundary between Sunshine Coast Regional Council 
and Moreton Bay Regional Council.  The greater proportion of land is contained within 
Sunshine Coast Regional Council.  Access to the land is predominantly from Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council. 
 
Secondly, the placement of all parts of the road reserve into one Council area makes common 
sense. 
 
All parties to this matter; both councils and the landholder, are in agreement with these 
proposed change to the common boundary. 
 
Thirdly, as the Councils were unable to come to an agreement on who should be responsible 
for the road reserve, I have determined that it will be placed within the Sunshine Coast 
Regional Council. The Council’s ratepayers and electors have direct access to this portion of 
road, the Council would derive revenue that would go towards the maintenance of the road and 
the Council would be the appropriate primary contact point for residents that are concerned with 
issues associated with the road. The Council also has had previous history in dealing with 
matters associated with the road.  
 
The proposed boundary change is assessed as being consistent with the Local Government 
Act 2009. 

Implementation 
The Governor in Council may implement the Change Commission’s recommendation under a 
regulation. 
 
The regulation may provide for anything that is necessary or convenient to facilitate the 
implementation of the local government change. 
 
David Kerslake 
Electoral Commissioner 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX  A 
 

Council submissions 























































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX  B 
 

Maps – Proposed boundary changes 
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